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R&D Racing Starts Off 2009 with a CRASH!

Coming off the high of the 2008 season, 2009 could not have started more in the opposite direction.  After spending the winter building brand new race bikes and training for the upcoming season, R&D Racing departed Denver on the evening of April 16th headed for Salt Lake City and the first round of the MOM series.  Only three hours out of Denver and driving through a snowstorm, the R&D race trailer was struck from behind by a driver traveling far too fast for the conditions.   The car struck with such force that it went five feet into the trailer and destroyed three of the four race bikes inside.  The team managed to get the crippled trailer back to Denver by 7:00 AM the next morning and started to assess the damage.  Things did not look good as the first round of the MRA season was the following weekend and the team had a lot of work to do.  

The trailer was a total write off so R&D needed to find a trailer.  Next, all the body work was destroyed so they needed new body work and paint. The frame on the 750 was dented, the front wheels and rotors on both bikes were bent and the tanks on both bikes were damaged.  There was a lot of work to get done in just one week.  So, as I have come to see time and again, the following people jumped right in and started getting everything done that needed to be done.  Lauren Lowe started taking care of all the insurance stuff and getting it to the lawyers.  Josh Caldwell started with the bikes and rebuilt the 750 from the frame up.  Painter Mike took care of painting up three brand new set of bodywork supplied by Hot Bodies.  John Burr loaned us a trailer.  Lastly, Chris and Big Mike Papajohn made sure we had everything we needed taken care of at the track.  In short, by noon of Friday, April 24th, the little 14 foot trailer was loaded and we headed off to Pueblo to ride brand new bikes for the first time.

The weekend was OK all things considered.  R&D scored a second in Heavyweight Endurance, a fourth in Open Supersport, ninth in Heavyweight Supersport, tenth in Heavyweight Superbike and 12th in ROR.  Most importantly, we collected a lot of data on bike set up to move forward toward the next ten race weekends.

The second race weekend of 2009 was held at the brand new High Plains Raceway in Byers, Colorado.  The pit area is not finished yet but the track itself is nothing short of amazing.  With some tougher finishes in the first weekend the team would have their work cut out for them during the rest of the year regarding grid positions.  With that said, R&D is coming up to speed on the new bikes.  At High Plains they scored a third in Heavyweight Endurance, third in Open Supersport, seventh in Heavyweight Supersport, Eighth is Heavyweight Superbike and 11th in ROR.  We are happy with our movement in the right direction and for sure these results will continue to improve at the next race weekend.

Speaking the next race weekend, it will be a double header held at Motorsports Park Hasting, NE on the weekend of May 23, 24 and 25.  R&D is looking for continued improvement and to put both bikes on the box in every race.

Thank you again for all the help and support, we couldn’t do this without all of you.  There will be more updates to come after the upcoming race weekend.
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